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now formally deposed his father, placed him under
secure restraint, and having defeated his other brothers,
himself ascended the throne, assuming the title of Alum-
gire (conqueror of the world), a full account of which,
and also of Aurungzebe's subsequent illness and journey
to Cashmere, may be found in Bernier's charming nar-
rative.
Shah Jehan survived his deposition for some years,
and though kept a close prisoner was otherwise kindly
treated. He was supplied in abundance with attendants,
and allowed to maintain all the state of royalty. He
passed his time in witnessing wild beast fights, and the
performances of jugglers and dancing girls, and holding
a shadowy court. When these amusements wearied, it
is said that he employed himself in teaching children.
"When his son the Emperor heard of this last fancy, the
story goes that he smiled and observed, ' Ah ! the taste
for empire is in my father still.'
*0ne can picture the aged monarch, white robed, white
bearded, as his portraits represent him, seated in the
evenings on that marble throne, gazing sadly on the
flowing river, or wearily pacing the courts and terraces
that he had formerly trod as absolute ruler of near a
seventh of the human race. His remains rest beneath
the dome of the Taj, by the side of those of his favourite
queen.
On hearing of his father's death, Alumgire hastened
to Agra to perform his funeral obsequies. He was met
at the entrance of the Zenana by his sister, the Princess
Eoshunara. She held in her hands a golden bowl, filled
with the most precious of the crown jewels which Shah
Jehan had retained. The present mollified the Emperor,
and he took the Princess again into favour. She had
previously incurred his displeasure from her having, in